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SOOTY MOLD
Sooty mold is frequently noticed on leaves of evergreen shrubs such as camellia, rhododendron, and
laurel. In addition, Douglas-fir and other conifers are commonly affected.
Sooty mold is a black sooty fungus coating that develops on leaves and twigs. Cool, moist, cloudy weather
of late winter and early spring hastens the mold growth. Several fungi (molds) grow in the sugary
honeydew left on the plants by aphids, scale insects, pear psylla, white fly, mealybugs, and other insects
that suck sap from the plant. Honeydew may drop on low shrubs from larger shrubs and overhanging limbs
of trees. Sooty molds do not attack plants directly, but they can mar the beauty of the plant, and if
extremely heavy, may shade out some light, causing the plant to be less vigorous. Sooty mold also will
grow in honeydew on walls, fences, automobiles, or wherever it is present.

Sooty mold covers the leaf surfaces.

Control is achieved indirectly by controlling the insects that produce the honeydew on which the molds
grow. Before an appropriate control strategy is undertaken it will first be necessary to identify what insect
is causing the problem. If you choose an insecticide for control, before you purchase or use it be sure the
plant or plants you want to spray are listed on the label. Then carefully follow label directions and
precautions. Sprays may need to be applied periodically, from February through July, depending on the
insects being controlled.

Once established, sooty mold is not easily removed, but sometimes part of it can be washed off leaves
with strong streams of water from the garden hose. The mold gradually disappears after the insects have
been controlled.
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