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MARSSONINA LEAF AND TWIG
SPOT ON WILLOW
A leaf and twig spot disease on willow, caused by the fungus Marssonina, can result
in unsightly foliage on many kinds of willow. The disease can be especially severe
on young willow leaves and stems soon after bud break in the spring. It is favored by
moist weather, and can remain a problem during summer when weather is moist.
Although the disease can be aesthetically damaging because of the unsightly
appearance of the foliage, generally there is no significant damage to the growth of
the tree.
Symptoms of the disease on the leaves and twigs appear as rather small, brownish to
black, irregularly shaped spots. These spots, or lesions, generally have small white
centers and may occur on either side of the leaf, depending on environmental
conditions. If the spot is larger, there may be several white specks within it. The
white specks contain thousands of spores, and are most often seen during moist
weather. Lesions may be darker on the twigs than on the leaves. Twig lesions may
result in death of the twigs.
Good sanitation procedures, such as pruning out dead and diseased twigs and raking
up fallen leaves, can help control this disease to some extent. However, pruning
large trees is generally impractical, if not impossible. Raking up and destroying
fallen leaves throughout the growing season, and especially in the fall, is important.
No fungicides are specifically registered for use against this disease on willow.
Fungicide applications in the spring to control twig blight (venturia) will also control
this disease (see Cooperative Extension's Pacific Northwest Plant Disease Control
Handbook).

Small, brown to black spots developing on
the leaves and twigs of willow.
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